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AN ASTROLOGICAL
CRYPTIC DOCUMENT FROM QUMRAN

By J. M. ALLEGRO

Among the more curious of the Qumran documents are those
wtitten in code. One of these, part of which is here published for
the first time, deals with the influence of the stars on the human
body and spirit.? In the latter regard it must, of course, be read
along with the Doctrine of the Two Spirits contained in the
Manual of Discipline.?

The cipher used is the comparatively simple expedient of
reversing the otrder of the letters of words and employing a
combination of alphabets.3 The scribe has, however, not been
consistent and in one instance actually leaves in “clear” a phrase
which he has previously been careful to encode.

The parchment is a soft reddish-brown skin which has tended
to go black in places to the extent that it is there hardly legible to
the naked eye. The greater part of the extant document is here
given; the whole of the fragmentary remains will appear in due
course in the relevant volume of Discoveries in the Judaean Desert of

Jordan.
COL. I
|
2 A
3 vacat
4 W xv ma [
§  4vBAY psLsiau|
6 nuMaM N wrY Y[

U Cf. Allegro, The Dead Sea Scrolls (Pelican A 376), revd. ed. 1964, p. 127.
2 Cf. 1QS iil. 19, 25; iv. 16.

3 Cf. Allegro, op. cit. p. 127.

4 Cf. 11 02 in col. ii. 7 and iii. 6.
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Decipherment
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COL. II
1 | Jr vmx
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Jonxs jax
Jxew »[

To o ™[] 34°[1] x
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WP RMDIX TTPIX IRRIANIX Nbm
TP IRNOIX WNRA B AYNT TP

"1 91 BB< X AAX4 WY WYW BB
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. 9
AGxWD W MNT AT R MR DT Y9

2% Y Y N wa 2nanm v
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Decipherment
xnw 3 1

N

onx jax[
]w ox|
n[1] %P3 Af]m m oo
PHI9 NI NIPTI MO PPN
MR TR T IRIM MR NPT
91232 Ty Y MRA N°23 W Mo
rhy TS AR WR NPT ANM AN qONa

I NRRa AN MY e na

O oo~ &N - AW
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COL. III
I %AbA|
2 x|
3 x| Jrom ammx Hra9 wanx
4 T 21X wpn v moxn [o]vn ann
§ WIID NOM YA PENX 1N D BBAX
6 [nmws w]nun wWnn n3 X axM WY
Decipherment
Jnx 1
w2
nMyazx 9axb mm v | I 3
nnxY T[] mxom may vpwn Mav v 4
D23 % MM NP may Ty nvazx
TR MR A noxy oefw qenn] 6
COL. IV Decipherment
I Jonn xbn noR | 1
2 J]mnopo ™A 2
3 I> o[ 3
TRANSLATION
COL. I

...] tand 2 man who will become [...] sbroad and romnded [...]
6pleasing and not the flesh of [. ..

COL. II

I...] unclean [2...] granite [3...] a man of [+...] clean Sand his
thighs are long and thin, and his toes are thin and long, and he is of the
Second Vault. 7He has six (parts) spitit in the House of Light, and
three in the Pit of 8Darkness. And this is the time of birth on which he
is brought forth—on the festival of Taurus. He will be poor; and this is
his beast—Taurus.

293

Copyright (¢) 2004 ProQuest Information and Learning Company
Copyright (¢) Oxford University Press



ALLEGRO, J. M., An Astrological Cryptic Document from Qumran , Journal of Semitic Studies,

9 (1964) p.291

ASTROLOGICAL CRYPTIC DOCUMENT

COL. IIT

2And his head [3...] and his teeth are...and the fingers of 4his
hands are thick, and his thighs are thick and each covered with [h]air;
sand his toes are thick and short. He has [ei]ght (patts) spirit in the
House of [°Darkness] and one (part) from the House of Light. And a
man. . .

NOTES
COL. I

L. 5: the following is a table of the Greek, proto-hebraic and cryptic
scripts used in the document:

Al s |alalzelblyg |2]|/7las| X | Db

X 2 3y o n » 5 »n © ® v n °?
(=1?) (=p?

L. 6: @2aMn, pu‘al participle of 2 “be sweet, pleasing”?

COL. II

L. 2: onX jaR (written uncoded): NH Aram. “hard stone”.

L. 3:]"w 2R; perhaps to be reconstructed ¥*¥, i.e. the constellation of
Job xxxviil. 32 (ix. 9).

L. 4: mpl. The second letter is clearly a proto-hebraic side but is
perhaps here used cryptically for goph.

L. 6: i Tnvi. So in fragment 2 of the document; cf. 2" 7Y of
Job xxvi. 11, explained as “vaults” in Enoch xviii. 3.

L. 7: %% m. Cf. iii. 7; so also in fragment 2, 1. 6.

RA nva. Cf i, 6.

22, The last letter is a cursive resh used cryptically.

L. 8: "R. The resh was omitted and inserted above the line.

COL. III

L. 3: MR , perhaps erroneously for mx>m; cf. . 4.

92x% N, presumably indicating a meaning opposite to 12570 by
used in fragment 2 of the teeth of a more favoured individual (i. 3), so
perhaps here the phrase means “lying askew” or the like.
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PLATE I

[Photo: Palestine Archaeological Museum
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