
FURTHER LIGHT ON THE HTmORY OF THE 
QUMRAN SECT 

J ,  M. ALLEGRO 

PURCHASE of fragments from the Ta'amireh Bedouin in the A Spring of 1955 pmduad the largest connected document yet 
salvaged from Cave Four (4Q). Joined t o a  piece of the =me document 
already in our pmieasion, it made up aome lour or five columns of a 
commentary on the Bmk of Nahum. By far the moat important part 
of this document extant is the first of the connected catumne, of which a 
preliminary publication is made here. 

The kather of the scroll is fairly well p m d ,  comparatively 
speaking, although the right-hand edge of this column shorn a darkening 
which probably implies that we cannot expect to have very much more 
from the beginning of this scrollt Or i id ly  aome $1 cm. deep, the 
~ r o l l l ' s  cdurnna are 8.3 cmm in length; the two complete columns extant 
measure 15.2 cm. and 13.5 cm. in width respectively. The column repre 

ducd  here maswed either a b u t  13.5 cm. or 16 cm. in width, depending 
on the correct reconstmctian of limes 2 and 9. 

The ruling was made fairly heavily, at regular intervals of .75 em., 
and the internal margins measure 2 cm., with those at the bottom 1.7 cm., 
a i~d  at the top 1.2 cm. The letters ol  the neat, characteristic bk-hand 
of Qumran, are abut  2 mm. square (PI. 1). 
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. . , a dwelling for the wicked ones 1 am v** 
of the Gentiles. W h W  tk YX VA DW e m 5  VR 15i1 ~ W R  
lion, the E~tress d, & lion's 
cub 

[odnmwtokn~y.ftsinterpreta- 2 3% C ~ W U - r  ?U nus d71m pW 
t ion concerns Deme] tri us, king nx93 PMV wr3, ~3 mt 
of Greece, who sought to enter %tp% * r m ~ ~  
Jenrssalern by the counsel of the 
Seekdter-Smooth-Things 

. t (1) the kings of 3 p 9% d [ r n D  3 
Greece from (the time of) ~ m r n  - 5 m  T ~ D  71st g b l ~ ~ m  
Antiochus to the appearance h ~ n ~  *#lm 
of the rulers of the Kittirn, and 
afterwards [. . . .]will tread (be 
trodden) down 

I . . . ]  T h J . M a h r s s ~ ~ n b f w  4 TtlqVbiq .UI ' [  3 
his cubs, a d  sbrumgh for hk  k 7 , ~  rm?H pmi me 
iw#sses prq 

[. . . Pts interpretation 1 concerns 5 T D ~  48 131~9 1 
the Lion of Wrath who used inw * a m  3 % ~  mq ?PI# pn;l 
to smite (or, mites) with his 
mighty ones and the men of his 
counsel 

Comment on Nab 2 W ~ P  (EIH) 'dwelling,' pt icuhr ly  one inhabited by 
Gentiles, cf. lastrow, Diet. ojW T h u d ,  dc. (1926),s.r. 

b Nab 2 l a d ,  
* As MT, but the $dm on thin pnswge reflets the variant tradition 'found in the 

LXX's TOG cb&?e*i~ Jcf, Sy r., Vulg.1 -M&. 
a t i  the reaonstruction of the full MT d 2 M M is mmcc in 1.9, we must s u p p e  

a coiumn breadth of about 16 an., and thk would rman a gap d mmc 2 cm. between 
tbt cad of the text here and the beginning d tbc wer. In the kt column of this work 
extant, there is such a space left of 2.4 em, 

0170p;~?: the last ltttcr but m e  could be a ydk. For t h t  splling cf. Khpm 
written am 0*~11p and ovrp (S, Krauw, GhckiscAs u. Lat* hknwirh  inr T a h d ,  ek. ,  
II  [1899], 520b), and r*ws, as eiliu (M., p. 1691, 

"f As frequently in tKsr document; cf- aim I Q W  2.32, CD 1.18, afid C, Rabin, 
The Zad* DocumuW (19541, p. 5. 

6 Fw the spelling with taw, note the variant (3)  P I ~ P ~ M  flarg. If Eat 3 J )  for 
O ~ L I P ' C ) J ~  IKraumsi. &. c&.. n, 761. The n m a l  nwllinw wnoilrl IG mlrrnw ID rr T s m  I T  











[, , , A &  he pkd with p r e y ] .  . . 6 mrhvi [~ITJ 'mi I 
a d  his den w1b ratis. I t s  in- h 3 W B  mW ntmml 
terpretation concerns the Lion $%3 
of Wrath 

[, . . J death (7) by the Seekers- 7 m a  nlbt I 
after-Smwtb-Things, who ~ n n  errplr a h *  >EM m p k t  
used to hang (or, hangs) men 
up alive 

1. . , which was never done ( 3 )  J 8 4 m ~  mmB M 7UlN I 
before in Israel, for it (the  fib^ 95' YI 14n'r *a i rmh 
Scripture) calls the one hanged ~ t i 1 3 f i #  +3W MPl 
alive OII the tree - Behdd, 1 
am against [ t h ,  

s d h  the Lord of Nosk, a d  1 5W 9 qh~317 IlllBJ nln3ill n l m  iln' DNJl 
hrfi up ifl s m k e  thaw &to- p7NU m w ~  rn 5 3 ~  W V 0 3  
&R]GP (?I, a d  thy YthWng %Dm 
the sword shdb dwwr. A d  J 
sWl cut [of from tk IQPPll] his 
IP 1 ~ 8 ~  

I.. . j  and #him hndancd, they 10 #a mSI*n & 3 
are his warrior buds[. . .] and ? * r ~ 5  i[ 1 h ~ m 3  
his youfig lions, they are ~ l t x  

[. . .] and his prey, it is the wealth 11 fl* nridi t 1 
which the [prieslts of (7) %I 9-l mi? llatr 
Jerusalem gathered together, 
which 

[. , . EJphraim, Israel wilI be 12 p5 U W M  S 
given ta [. . E 3' b[ 3Lj 5 w  

bN&2apd, 
MT ~ 7 h .  The yadk and h a m  -in, a d  the p d i n g  strob can hardly be 

other than the left-hand stroke of a 
MT I ~ Q V ~ I -  

FQ The hwdh hiore d n  would man to make the reconstruction nip* or t n p ~  
almost certain. For the reconstruction of the first two w d s  I am indebted to my 
friendr Frank M. C m o ,  Jr., md David Noel Freedman, with whom I agree that the 
deadly words mn+r n45p ( N u t  21 Sj have been avoided lor pietistic Peasons, the 
writer and -den k n d a g  full well what was intended. 

P MT T ~ R ,  but d. m ~ s a  in I .  9, and mar? in 1. 10. 
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We have in this p3:m the first identifiable proper [lames to come out 
of Qumran literature, and a concrete historical situation from which it is 
not difficult to identify its chief character, the Lion of Wrath. AIthouhg 
"Demetrius, king of Grece" could in theary be any one of a number of 
Grek commanders of that name recorded in history, the added reference 
to his trying to enter Jerusalem, "by the counsel of the Seekers-after- 
Smooth-Thinp," paints with fait certainty to Dernetrius 1 II ,  Eucerus. 
I t  will be remembered that this commander was called to the aid of the 
rebellious Pharisees in the time of Janneus, and that the combined 
forces defeat4 the hated priest-king and drove him to take refuge, Then, 
for some hitherto ill-defined reason, many of the Pharisees deserted their 
ally for Alexander, and, thus strengthened, the Jewish king was able ta 
wreak vengeance on his enemies,' The real rmon for the change of 
hmrt on the part of the rebeb ia now made evident: Dernetrius had, 
naturally enough, decided to follow LIP his victory at Shechem by in- 
stalling hirnseif and his troops in the capital. But having a foreign 
commander f ght one's battles, and seeing him desecrating the holy city 
with bis preaence were two very different things, and the rebels decided 
to choose Janneus as the lesser of the two evils, I t  is interesting to note 
that this PeSer betrays no sympathy with the rebeltious Pharisees who 
called in the foreigner, any more than with the Lion of Wrath himmif. 

Who was this Lion of Wrath? me reference to his "hanging men up 
alive" and, furthermore, his being c r d i t d  with k i n g  the first to intro- 
duce this hateful punishment into Israel, leavea #ittie doubt that the 
writer is speaking of Janneue himself, Joaephus tells usa that the Jewish 
king ventd his fury upon his enemies after the Demetrius affair by 
having eight hundred of them crucified before him in Jerusalem while 
he reclined feasting with his harem.3 To add to this cruelty, he ordered 
that the victirne' wives and children should be massactd before their 
dying eyes. I n  consequence of this barbarism, he was nicknamed 
Thrakda~t.4 

Jephua A d .  Xlll .  xiv, 2; Wars I, iv. 5. Ant. XUI. xiv. 2. 
J Jmphus UEXS here the verb ivtrurauph lor %crucifying,' as he d m  for the hang 

ing ol the corpse after judicial e x s u t i o n  (Wars tV. v. 2), The qualifying adjective 
Erap rules out rhia pge~ibility here, d course, and the use of d& is probably to be pard- 
lekd with Est 7 P, where LXX render~arav-rw. If theincidenr was recalled to the 
writer by the m 4 ~ p  of tbe text, om might have s u p p e d  that tth here indicated a dmth 
more in amrdanot with our idea of 'hanging,' but this verb tlk is nowbere else used of 
'strangulation,' rendered in the OT by the verb blLQ Itself. 

4 Suppased to mean 'Thracian,' elthouah it is an irnmsdible Earm ni r h ~  went i  fir 
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What is aot explicitly stated in this &fbr is that this Lion of Wrath 
was the Wicked Priest, the Teacher's persecutor. Yet, this identification 
seems most probable, and, on other grounds, it has been propod often 
enough in the past that this person was Janneus. The identity of ter- 
minology used here and in lQpHab about the gathering of wealth by the 
priests in Jerusalem, might offer a little support for tke idea, and further 
evidence might be found in the only other reference to the Lion of Wrath 
so far extant in Qumran literature. This occurs in' a very fragmentary 
@3cr Hwea (PI. 21, and seems to be a comment on 5 14 (the next section 
begins with a quotation from 5 is): b]iW #mp[ ]t17m r a l  and on 
the next line we have: PWU ~IW& 17. n b  1sw 11~nnn im3. 

The play between IITI and I~VW was, perhaps, to be expected, and, 
since the 'kmiting of Epbraim" is presumably a reference to the war at 
the end of days, the connection between the Lion of Wrath and the Last 
Priest (or Priest of the End-time) might tell us =methifig a b u t  the 
identity of the priestly I d e r  of the Sons of Light. 

The R&iw for the writer of thb commentary were clearly the 
Romans (I. 33, and one presumes that the Antiochus mentioned there 
was Epiphmes himself, but the meaning of this broken line is  obscure. 
Certainly, the identification af the Kit#& as Romans in no way invali- 
dates the conclusion that the Teacher's persecutor of lQpHab is to be 
placed in Seleucid times. The difficulty which ao many scholars have 
found in trying to place the Kittim and the Wicked Priest in the same 
age, is largely one of their o m  making. These commentaries are in no 
way works of connected history, and the method of the authors does not 
necessarily require any historicat, comectian to be made between the 
interpretation of one verse and mother: or even one word and another. 
The general pattern of interpretation is clear: mention of a righteous man 
in Scripture is referral automatically to the Teacher, of a p m u t o r  of 
the righteous to the Wicked Priest, of internal enemies to the Seekem 
after-Smooth-Things or the like, of external foes to the Kittim, Thus in 
IQpHab, the mention of Roman Kiitim in no way implies that the events 
of 11.443 took place in Roman tima, 

Further light on the retationship between the Teacher and the 
Wicked Priest come6 fmm a pehr Ps 37, part of which 1 have already 
publkhed.7 In a comment an vss. s~.ss, WE haw (PI. 3): 

s A W b l e  remnstmction for tbe space might lx i a ~ p [ ~ & ] ,  'to enrab, or mwcu- 
lak him,' 7*yan Gng a non-bibliarl Hifd form of p, d. yyp, 'crushed, or 
emasculated,' and psrhapa i s  tbe original rcading of the an%~eIafactmy MT 7 ) ~  id 
Vl. I& ( 1 *11bLh. 
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Thc wkkd Wckcrk jo r  #he right- 1 illil' nmila @='I p n S :  pen imnt 
tws and sack& [do shy him,  UP^[' &I nia mw it2 
Tkc h d  WX mi E6aw him i n  '1pb~713 
his h n d ,  nor] cott&m him 
whm k i s  judged. 

I t s  interpretation concerns the 2 X I n l l t & ~ ~ ~ f l l i l ~ i l l k 1 ' I ~  
wicked [pritalt who s t a t  to nt 3 mn4 c ? i.rlsi~ ma 
the Teacher of Righteous- intnin 
neas.. .?l  to slay him [. . .] 
and the Law 

which hesent to him. But God 3 Irr-2 113fl$qm5 f m  ~ $ 4  n4w 'la 
will not le [ave him in his hand] &WI? i h  1 w d i 1 1  U D ' U I ~ ' ~  m h  
nor [condemn him when j he i~ I M ~  %BU nu %I 
judged. And [Gd will] repay 
to [him] his recarnpense to 
give him 

into the hand of terrible ones of 4 1 19 ~Wb5 h U  g3Yi5 tq 
the Gentilee to do to him[. . . 
One feels that there isr a dramatic story lying M i n d  the reference to 

"the Law which he sent to him," but of more immediate import is the 
use of tenses here. Perhaps the tenseof "will not leave him in his hand" 
should not be given tm much weight, but it is possible that these future 
tenws may all have reference to a final judgment at the end 06 days, 
and perhaps of relevance in this conneetion is  an earlier wer on ws. 
14 and w (PI. 4) : 

The wick& haw drum on4 the 1 MWp *Im?T bYW7 IMD 3% . . . 
m r d ,  a d  b e  b e d  fbir bm; 
lo wsl dPwn th *OM and d y ,  

r'g" -3s I+* 

and to shy the upright of way. 2 &a Yun a m  in W 
Th& M Q T ~  SW e k#to MY ita~m =f~rnnwp 
own h r i ,  and t b r  b u s  s W  
be bokm. 
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Its interpretation concerns the 3 W# mn7 DsWK lPW7 b nPrP 
wicked ones ol Ephrairn and r m b ~ b  w p  
Manameh who will seek to put 
forth a hand 

against the Priest and the men of 4 =47imn n93 vnx# .warn  
his counsel in the time of t M  URN* 4m b & ~  m? 
which is corning upon them. 
And Cod will re[dee]rn them 

from their hand and afterwards 5 ?Pnt r a  ?miq PI 1 % ~  ~ f w  
they shall be given into the ~btmjf Pltla 
hand of terrible ones of the 
Gentiles for judgment, 

Here, the future "will put forth a hand" is inwapabie, being linked 
to '"he time of trial which is coming," and that this is an ewhatolagical 
event is shown by a reference in another 4Q document, called provi- 
sionally 4Q Fbriiagium, 1 t is a comment on Ps 2 118, and all that re- 
maim of the @er itself, apart from the intducticlh, is: 

. . . the chosen ones of Israel in awn P*w;~ n * ' l m  W a t *  m a  
the last days, that is, the time ilN1m 7 ~ ~ n ; t  ha 
of trial which is corn[hg.. . 

This time of trial is presumably the nrayn7 ?pro of col. 1, line 9 of 
4QpF~37.~"Sjnce this event tks h the future and is yet reckoned to 
affect h t h  Prieats, one must suppose that either 4QpPs was written 
when h t h  were still alive, and the end was expected before they died, 
or, and perhaps more probably, they were expected to arise in the end of 
days to face glory and condemnation respectively. Certainly this inter- 
pretation would be in line with the resurrection to everlasting life and to 
everlasting contempt of Dan 12 2 and the New Testarnent.~~ 

'3 Cf, CD w.27, and tQS 1,17,8.4. 
'4 PBQ, LXXXVI (19541, 73; 6. nTr ng of 1QM 1.1 1-12. 
Cf. d l l y  John 5 a*. 


