
FURTHER MESSIANIC REFERENCES IN 
QUMRAN LITERATURE 

J. M. ALLEGRO 

S THE work of piecing together the thousands of scroll fragments A from Qumran'e Fourth Cave (4Q) continues, more evidence ia 
forthcoming on the messianic expectations of the Qumran Sect. The 
purpose of this article is to draw together the most important of these 
references so far available in a preliminary publication, so that scholars 
may have the opportunity to study this impottant material prior to its 
definitive publication in our final volumes. 

The fmt is from a document to which I have given the provieional 
title of 4Q Patriarchal Blaaings,' and this fragment concerns the blessing 
of Jacob on Judah recorded in Gen 49 lo. All the remains of this work 
have suffered badly from damp and warping, and in places present a 
black appearance which only infra-red photography can penetrate 
(Plate 1). 

Thme shoU stot] case  a & from 1 m m  ;nm n D r  Ril? 
the t d c  of J d h ;  when there h a  h n ~ r 5  
shall be dominion for Iarael 

there will not] be cut 05 a king 2 ai??m m 5  r h  43Wtq #1? 
(i. e., enthroned one) in i t  ni35nrtl nw m 
belonging to (the line of) David. 
For the r&r's staff is the royal 
mandate ; 

Referred to in Disco06rics in tka Jitbun Desert; I ,  Qtrwan Caw I [195S), p. 128, 
aa a "nrmmentaire & Gen 49." 

* Cf. Tam. Onk. 1 ~ b w  r a p .  
s In MT clearly -'Scepter,' but parallelirm of 5 r > ~  *D [bw in I. 3, implies the render- 

ing a h .  
For awl9 -'thronesitter, king,' d. Amos 1 6, a; Excd 15 14; alw I K k s  8 a6; Jer 
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the famillies of Israel are the fed. 3 KU '1PI WhTl a 1  ~R'IPT W X  
Udil  the Messiah of Righteous- Ill)% yml?~ rn 
new (Legitimate Messiah) skall 
come, the shoot of 

David, for to him and to his seed 4 f1'1~3~ n.13 ' I B ' I ~ ~  '13 9 frlj 
has been given the royal man- l r m ~  8 0 h p  ~m ?#@ = 
date over hi people for ever- 
lasting generations; which 

has awaited [. . . the Interpreter 5 &8 mt@l l011ri~w 

of (?) j the Law with the men of 3 lrltrir 'Wait 
the Community, for 

. . . ] it is the Assembly of the men 6 uwiit fW>u W 6  [ I 
of 

The early date of the rnesshic interpretation of Gen 49 LO implied 
by our document is of particular interest. It is difficult to escape the 
conclusion that Zech 9 0 depends on such an interpretation,la and, as 
Mr. P. R. Weis haa pointed out to me, the Sect's pseudonym "Damascus" 
for the place of their exile probably owes as much to a me&c inter- 
pretation of Zech 9 1, "Damascus shall be his resting place,"'q as to 
Amos 5 27. 

The similarity of our p-rxn rrm with the title p.m n i~r~ ,  or pr;r ;mi 
(CDC vi.6) will not escape notice, and it is not altogether surpri&g that 
14th century Karaiern could uae p x n  nvm of both priestly and Davidic 

1 LXX: & r&v ,vr)pib atwG (6, Deut 28 67) and 'I? *mm *un, and cf. lyih in 
1. 4 of this fragment. 

'4 Cf. 1(1S 9.11; CDC ~v.4. 'P: ~ 1 3 5 ~  Wil 1 ' 1 ' 5 ~  M'UD ma l  'lD+ WJm.; Rn-80 W ~ D  
m a  I .  For ma 49 of 4Q, against MT w i r  *s i p .  d. Ezdz 21 so. 

** Cf. P. R D S ~  -ty. 
lniw or ]a iw. 

I wggest that m a  [mi] isi to be reconstructed. Note 1.2 of this fmgment, and 
particularly mma en, op m g n  illl nrrr d the nut fragment. If my mcmstm#bn is 
correct this would m?ern to underline the connection between the eachatol+cal " l n t e ~  
p& of the Law" and the hM4 "men of the Community." . . .. . 
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Messiahals In this series of messianic titles we can hardly omit the NT 
use of the name of the priest-king pr~h  ae the prototype of Jeaus, 
who was also thought to combine both functions. 

The intimate connection of the "Men of the Community" (1. 5) with 
this expectation of the "Shoot of David" has already been demonstrated 
by the messianic title in lQSa, ;nm BW,'~ and the future reference of 
the "Interpreter of the Law" (allowing my reconstruction in I. 5) is 
confirmed by our next document, 4Q Florilegium. That this person also 
has a past reference in the history of the Sect is witnessed by CDC vi.7 
(cf. vii.l8), and he must surely be identified with the Sect's founder, the 
Teacher of Righteousness. 

The following extract comes from a work which I have provisionally 
entitled 4Q Florilegium. There is extant most of one column of 19 lines, 
made up of some 21 fragments of varying eizee, and i t  is mainly concerned 
with the re-establishment of the Houee of David in the last days. Here 
are four lines of particular messianic interest (Plate 1): 

An4 the Lord [Lcljls you thd  he d 1 ' B i l U *  nY m in;P WiS ;~i[illn 
build a house for you, and I will ,mqm m a  nrr *ma9pn m+ 
set up your seed afkr you, and I lr1~5nn my* nu *nu9m 
rviU establ4sk his royal throne 

for m ] r ,  I [ d l  be] to him as a 2 a 5  t a r n 5  al~l'lk~] *YI T D ~  
j d h r ,  and he d l  be to .lac as a ~I )W am 135 95 ;r;r mm 
son. He is the Shoot of David, tlWI;1 Pnl'l W mln z s m  
who will arise witb the Inter- ?pnl 

preter of the Law, who 

. . .I in Zi[on(?) in the llast days; 3 aww nrlTPI[u ~ I I % I P ~  
as it is written, And I d raise nald ntt ~s9nm*pfn nna ?vita 
up the t a M  of D a d  that is  nam a m  n h m  .r?t 
faUcn. That is the tabcnulcle of 

Cf. N. Wieder, Journal of J d h  Sludicr, VI  (1955), 21. 
I( Cf. Qumran Cow I .  p. 128; and n v n  5s nrw in CDC vii.204 the IIN ofNum 24 IT. 

I1 !Sam 'I Ui. 
MT imp-, but d. nba mr of w. IS, and LXX d m  o ~ ~ p ~ u a t  ah*. 

* w  MT i n h ~  nu, but cf, vs. 18 and 1 K i n e  9 a. - Restored am vm. 18. - . .  . . . .- Cf. va 14; Hcb 1 a. - 



David which i s  jallcln and after]- 4 i r ~ n H  7lW =nfina;a 7rlV 
wards he will arise to save I*- nlr 
Israel. 

The most striking feature of the whole document is the identification 
of one of the Messiahs with the "Interpreter of the Law," previously 
referred to in CDC as a leading figure in the founding of the Sect (vi.7; 
v 1 8 )  It can, furthermore, hardly be doubted that we must identify 
these two messianic figures mentioned here with the Measiahs of Aaron 
and Israel referred to elsewhere in Qumran literature. 

A further poiat of hterest in this extract is the reference of God's 
promise in I1 Sam 7 111. to the Qumran Davidic Messiah, as in the NT 
it is to Jesus. This implication of "sonship" of the Messiah has obvious 
NT parallels, and has, perhaps, to be connected with the 131. of lQSa.* 

This comprises a collection of fragments coming from a commentary 
on Isaiah, called provisionally 4QpIsa. (Plates 2 & 3). They begin with a 
citation of 10 za, and traces of V88. w, ss ( w i b l y  m), and 27 are viaible. 
Before the commencement of vs. 2s we have the following: 

It is interesting to note that the Targum gives this wrse a messianic 
import bnlpro for M T  IW), and the reconstruction of ; ~ y n  WQJ in the 
second line is to be compared with this phrase in lQSb 5.20 and else- 
where. 

In the line above, it seems difficult to account for la-r~rr as a p d w  
on MT, and there may be support here for the commonly accepted 
practice of reading the last part of vs. 2r with the fuet of vs. 28, with $p 
concealing a verb a*y (despite lQIsaa). We may thus aurrniee that what- 
ever our commentator read in loo, *mu, he could interpret it as nmtl 
Uln]pn (cf. lQM 1.3). 

* Unless the repti* is merely tautologous, one might suppose that the com- 
mentator h iskiag play on the participle of MT, giving it perhaps the nuance d a 
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The document then cites vss. a=, with comments: 

. . .I He has comd lo Aicrlh; hs has 3 I la8 =m ark( itn 
pass& over 1. . . 

. . .I the crossing; at Gcba, t h y  haw 4 niSn atin5 p 5 ~  irx mi 
lodged for tkc nigkf [. . . 

. . .] Mad-h; the inhabitanls of 6 1 np tyfi  a%? i~;.rfi C 
CGbdm @ for rcfs~gc. StiU [. . . 

. . . J his hand at the mwnl of &ha 7 r rn+wr  ma p SN M lr' 1 
&ugh& of Z h ,  ihe hiU Of 
Jerusdm. 

. . .I decrre at the end of days, to 8 I ma> W D ~  nv& [ 
come I. . . 

. . . I  when he goes up from the 9 mu mpsa imSPs kt 
Plain of Acco to fight against 15 *man55 
[. . . 

. . .I and there is none like him, 10 18 51m ha:, T‘in ni[ 
and in all [. . . 

. . .] and as far as the boundary oi  11 lO.ll*mnV h u  Fnnt 
Jerusalem. [. . . 
The top fragment of col. 2 hm the remains of a Wcr on 10 a (BuIwld, 

thu Lord, th Lord of bs ts ,  shall lop the bough with mm), giving the word 
" [KJittim" in one line, and "all the Gentiles" in the next. Then vs. a 
ie stated, probably followed by a short comment, and ve. a. On this verse 
there appears to have been a general p u b ,  relating the events to "the 
war of the Kitti lm]." 



. . .I in all [. . . 1 

. . .] the Kittim, who I.. . 2 

. . .I all the Gentiles and [. . . 3 131 Pml khjr 

. . . and the grad] in  height wiU 4 D'nlllilU m a  ;alp rnn 
bc h a m  down [and lhe bjty d n9U' 
be brought low 

. . .I and skull bc cut dawn fhc 5 W*iU m t B  ?[ 
& h W s  of [the forest u d h  as ax 7T-m 

. . .] for the war of the Kittim [, . . 6 u k n a  mnh5 a[ 

. . .] the Kittim, who shall be 7 U1rW tanr W K W ~ I  
given [. . . 

The next fragment must have come from a W t i o n  very c l o ~ e  to the 
preceding (Frag. B), but no direct join ia possible. 

And ~k411 b Cuf donun fbt f h k k l ~  2 @l Wil '3x0 19p131 
of the fmcst] with as ax, a d  NT 1'1l"~m 
Lcbanm wilh [its] majcstk 
o?les C * .  

. . .] Israel and the humble ones 3 IW! hiG[ 15 
of I. . . 

. . . ] and they will be dismayed, 4 15 mi rn a v n u  
and will melt the he[art of . . . 

. . .I they are the warriors of the 5 ni@'3n> VIU 
Mi[& . . . 

. . .] the for& with an a*; that 6 ~ l n h ~ r  
[. - 

. . .] and Lehnon urilh 1. . . 7 warn p k  & 
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. . .] by the hand of his great 8 1 *a mr 
one(s) [. . . 

. . .] Jerusalem, when he fled from 9 'llbh a ~ & h r m ~  
the pres[ence of .  . . 

And there shall comeforth a s~ 10 rnr~iw~ xw 4 mnn mm tali 
from the stump ofl Jesse and a 1% an-111 i n S 1  

branch from his ro[ok 
spriq  forth, and there rest 
upon him 

the of Yahursh, ths sP;.it of 11 illjgt m Sliqm m3n rm an* m i  
wi&] and undmtunding, the nm m i  1ilii~11 
spirit of cwmul [ad might] 
the spird of kmwk [dgs 

and the juzr of Yahwh, a d  his 12 4 l ; h  fJlKI.1 m*im ilinl n ~ r l  
U i g M  shall be ir the fw of] l'lin1 nuin5 Cub71 
Yuhwh [and not] according to 
thb rcding [of his W S  

shall b judge a d  not according 13 nr3r r UnmnS Nm ulQmq 
to 6kc k & g  of his curs s h d  ~ 3 l i n  IIW VYU b~n 
he &ids] buL ks skU judge 
[with rigk-s the poor and 
w e  

This document then goes on to chapter 11, and after quoting the 
remainder of the first five verses (presumably). continues with the @$cr, 

Its interpretation amcerns the 1 nnY;r 7 mt l~  70 nlua 
Shoot ofj David, who will arise Q~UTI n i - d m  
at the en[d of days 

. . .] and God will uphold him with 2 1 IJ w n w  hn 
[ . . . t b e L ] a w . . .  imn 



. . . thlrane of glory, a h[oly] 3 ~rm7ilp 7ra an= mD 
m n ,  and garments of varie- d*? 9m 
gat[ed stuff. . . 

. . .I in his hand, and over all the 4 P P U I ? ~  n-3 t 
[Gentilels he ehall rule, and Ialm hm 
Magog [. . . 

. . . all1 the peoples his sword 5 13V1 OIDPm D%WI $m 
shall judge. And when it says, I h ~ r t l W m  
"Nd 

w r d i n g  to the ~ e e i ~ g  of his eyar 6 m mwn5 m h  mnml rru mu? 
SM kc judge] mn ~ ~ ~ 0 1 d i n g  to I Wpn nWB W W  
ths hearing of his eurs SW he 
decide; its interpretation is [. . . 

. . . aJs they teach him, so shall he 7 WDPr p cfiXf17V 10RD 
judge, and according to their 1 p ; p ~ b  

asseveration [. . . 
. . .I shall go forth one of the priests 8 rlorn -man 7nR wp[ 

of repute. and in his hand ' h ~  17m 
garment[a o f .  . . 

It appears from Fragment A that we have a reference to the geo- 
graphic location of the Messiah's point of departure on his triumphal 
march to Jerusalem. I had previously reconstructed ]lJy to nJy, known 
from other documents as being of particular interest to the Qumran 
Sect (biblical my pap), but a fragment identified after this paper went 
to press fills out the lacuna as above. We must therefore think of the 
Messiah landing a t  Acco (ftolernais) as the nearest port of entry to the 
NT battlefield of Armageddon (Rev 16 la; cf. liw nppa in Zech 12 i i ) . c a  

The "War of tbe Kittim" finds, of course, greaterelaboration in lQM, 
and seems to have been regarded as a necessary preliminary to the final 
judgment and the institution of the Kingdom. 

We have seen the purely executive role of the Davidic Prince already 

Cf. I Sam 2 8; Isa 22 23: Jer 14 B. 17 18. 
u Cf, Excd 29 6, 39 lo; LN 8 0, of the # r i d s  apparel. 
.. -. - . * , . . .  . .. . . - . --. *. . -  - - 
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outlined in lQSa, and here it seems to imply that even his exacting 
standards of judgment are learned a t  the feet of his priestly tutors, and 
it is apparently at  their hands that he receives his crown and royal robes. 
Perhaps additional: fragments may yet tell ua more of what seems to be 
a most interesting and detailed coronation ceremony based on Psalm 45. 

This text is already well known by repute; its provisional title is 
4Q Testimonia (Plate 4). The scribe is the one who wrote 1QS and 
other 4Q documents, and the present work is characterized by careless- 
nem and a rather strange orthography. The fragment here reproduced 
appeara to be almost complete, missing only the lower right-hand corner, 
but it is clearly not part of a scroll, for there is none of the close stitching 
a t  the left-hand side one associates with a scroll page. The fine skin, 
however, is not inscrilbed on the reverse. 

And ( Y a h d )  spoke to Moses, 1 ~ I P Y S  rn 5x a: : : : u r v ~  
saying, You (7) have k r d  the rn 55p ~t unmw 
somud of the words of 

this p ~ p k  who kaac spoken lo you. 2 wm uom+3x mv 3~111 m om 
T h y  have spoken wdJ ~ ~ ~ y t h i n g  llcn ?om h s  
which t h y  have sad& 

Tf only this w e  this m &&rmi- 3 ram+ " m? s a m  rlpp w 
mation: b fear m asd  to aGsp h nu nnPrS1 +m 

- 
nau9 ~q~ma5  ~mlv h s  + m b  

my comnrandd, thrmrgh ad 4 
t h  ymrs, so that U might be well 

a h ?  mu% 0;rS 

& them, a d  wilh -&ir sons 
j01~a~1. 

(7 Cf. Deut 5 awe. 
4 The four dots For rhe Tetragrammaton as in 1. 19 and e lqwhen in the Qum- 

ran d l s ;  the introduction has been changed from MT (hm n i v  im) for the pur- 
poses ol the Testimonia rknion.  

r MT wpw. 
p Thc hmalh has bem written over two letters., probably mlw and Ldw, the scribe 

presumably having started to write mrm. 
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A prophet I will raise up for them 5 ait&lwt w7pn w d  Ppt *wt 
from thc mast of their brothers, w m r ~ i  @hmna 
tikc you, and I d put my 
words 

i m  his m & h ,  and he d say to 6 h a  nu ir;raer5lr 6rimq 6 s m  

t h  werything which I umr- omn ;r;n lain 'IWU 
m a d  him, U thcre i s  a man 

who docs not listen to my words, 7 nvu 9% u%t mw* mS m 
which the prophet shatl s@k in '31W *%l 
my name, I mysev 

shall scsk satisfadion from him. 8 tgm) lUll?U 

And he utdaed his message aad 9 ~ ~ 5 3  *01N lDU*l  1% llPmsr 
said, Oracle of B&m, son of ?am Mtll nT1Dm 
Beor, and or& of the man 

whose eye is &r; ma& of one who 10 hr 9Blnw WMll rp;l nnnm 
h r s  ihe sayings of El, a d  7 - r n  ~ h ?  nm mq 
knows the k m k d g e  of Elyon; 
w b  

obsmocr the Yish of Shad&, 11 ral51l 5~11 imr W nlfit) 

with eye skinned and uncovered. 7rlGUlS mh UXW 
I s a  him, W mt now; 

CI. b u t  18 10-19, and Acts 3 ?a I. Note spelling of here and in 1. 7. 
8' MT oh. 
*Written aver imn. 
@ MT ai9nn. 
" MT  as. 
b MT 1;1*0a. 
61 MT ia i i .  
* MT O ~ H .  
4 'Akph has been written heavily wer a p w h  letter, w i b l y  'oyin. Cf. 1 Q I e  

53 1. 
> MT, but d. LXX and Acta 3 9% 
Cf. Num 24 15-17; Rev 22 la; CDC vii.19 ff.; 1QM xi.6. In mvr the '&$h has bkn 

written over a M. 
a The 'olapk has been written over a hZ. 
6~ MT i p a  ru. 
P MT arm. hut Tr 'tn 1'm. LXX b Md& d&w. 
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I ow&h him, bui wt neur. A skz7 12 n p ~  mi3 In m.ly mh unm 
skdl m r c h  forth j r m  Jacob, "I~,'I hrlm D m  arpl 
and a sap& d rise from 
Isratl; and be roiU mush 

thc A d  of Mwb,  and destroy all 13 l*nw *U h a  7 m l l  vpl glXI *NID 
thc sons of she&. 

And oj Lcvi h said, Gdos b Lcbi 14 ufnw p n  6 t . m  im mi n h h m  
thy Thummim, a d  thy U d  lw#  f r ~ n  ttrh 
ro thy loyd bond-man, w h  

thrr didsr ust d Massah, a d  15 *a 4p Wmm1 VIW 
with wkom thou didst sirisld at ~ f l  r a l r ~  %d' 
tkc w a W s  of Meribah; who said 
to kis father, y// 

/ / / and to his d h r ,  I cb (not) 16 im nm iswnPv*5 mllSl / / / 
know you; and his brothcr(s) ~ u a t l ~ l ~ a i t l ~  
hc did not &cknmu&dge, and lris 
son(s) he did not 

r ~ g n k .  Fbr kc kept thy tvo~d, 17 Or=* 'p-3 il3n'lM a 4 W  1X &7* 
and thy coucnant ht g w r d d ;  wm 
and hs 4 thy jvdgmwk 

a1'IPPTS 7 
ckar io Jacob, 

thy Torah C Israel. T h q  p k c  18 m1q *dw -5 m U l  
incense bcfore thee, a d  whole p m  h ~~5'53 1 ~ 1 3  
burnt o$czing w @ t ~  Wru altar. 

* MT op. 
n The final letter was written over another, and then repsated abow the line. 
*<MT. 
n MT nw. 
* cr. Deut 33 8-11. 

>MT, but WCX has Mrt A d  * MT l * ~ i w i  
So !Samaritan; MT >,m*'m. 

4 The word m5 has been partly erased, as well as the first word in the next line. 
* Tha firat yod& seems to have been written over a previous 'Orspli. MT rvl*r~ n5, 

Sam. vnqrl wb. For the suftix d 4Q, d. LXX o h  &pax& ac. The final r (or 9 )  seems 
to be a dittograph inspired by the in of ram1 directly abort. 

* MT rww, d. LXX WAa&v .  



B k s  (Yahweh), his might, and the 19 ;rPm *dW w b ~ i  753 H: : : : 113 
work of his h& accept. Smash nma ~ ~ w m i  astap 
the loins of his adversaries a d  

r"n 
fhose wko hate him, 

t h t  [key may n e w  stand. 20 *17nlp- 5337 

A f  fhe time when Joshua finished 21 55* rnPr i t b  i rp# rips1 
praising and giving thanks t;m75m ninnh 
with his praises, 

T k m  he said, Corrscd be the man 22 fUr l o o i l U q  11Plt mPril 1ntt ? ~ m  
who builds this city; with his 7nsa l*wirn r m  
firslborn 

skoU he by Us fottndafion, a d  23 le~ium iFnh a* n n a i  ;rrroqq 
wifh his  lust-hn shall he set up h.53 1 6 r b t  m 
ifs gcatcs. And, behold, a man 
accursed, the devil's own (lit. 
(the one of Belial), 

shall arise, to be a fowl [er's snlare 24 ilflm7 in95 nlDlw nm+ Tnip 
to his people, and destruction ~ n m  1 - n ~  ha5 
to all his neighbors. And he 
shall arise 

. . . so] that the two of them may 25 bbn +> mvCil'/lM 1;n;l 
be instruments of violence. nr iin im 
And they shall return and 
build (i. e., build again) the 

. . . and will] establish for it a 26 nw#5 o.hu;l am u;rx*i 
wall and towers, to  provide a W l  mt5 
refuge of wickedness 

. . .] in Israel. and a horrible thing 27 %wan 5mpr3[ 
in Ephraim, and in Judah mi~n ~ I E I  

9 Cf. n. 48. 
u PL tdw at the end of the word has been blacked out. 
MT 1-1*, r MT rsnp. 

06 MT 1-NI~UI. 
@;-*I MT ~iulpv la. 9' Cf. Josh 6 ea. 

MT v1)r7, and adds ma1 V W ~  >LXX* {LXXB hae this phrase but preceding ,a&). .- C .  .,'-TI 1.7 .-.-. I ..I .\,..a, 
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. . . and they] shall cause pollu- 28 ~ I U  i n m  'Im 
tion in the land, and great , h a  
contempt among the sons of 

. . . bllood like water on the 29 p q  M 5n 5~ m:, an 
rampart of the daughter of 
Zion, and in the boundary of 

?m" 

There can be little doubt that we have in this document a group of 
icstimonda of the type long ago proposed by Burkitt, Rendel Harris, and 
others to have existed in the early Church. Our collection has the 
added interest of including two testimonies used by the early Christians 
of Jesus. Furthermore. the first testimony quoted has a particular 
importance in that it demonstrates the type of composite quotation well 
repmnted in the NT. The context of Deut 5 as+$ in Scripture leaves 
no doubt that it is Moses who is to serve ae the intermediary between 
God and Israel, but in our collection the promise of Deut 18 ts  has been 
joined to it (note the absence ol the marginal dividing mark) in such a 
way as to make the wish of the people refer to the coming Prophet.107 
The last testimony quoted in 4Q seems, a t  first glance, to be decidedly 

out of place. It has no apparent messianic import and H not entirely 
scriptural. However, light has been forthcoming on the latter problem 
in the diacavery among 4Q fragments of the same passage, as part of a 
document to which Mr. John Struggnell, in whose aection of work it 
falls, has given the provisional title of 4Q Psalms of Joshua. It seems to 
have been an apocryphal work current a t  Qumran, and that it shouId 
have been quoted in our T6stdmmia alongaide biblical texts will occasion 

" For RXIU as in 4Q Pss of Joshua. 
This is not the place to enter into a detailed discussion d the whole testimonies 

problem of the early Church, but this document will certainly revive interest in the 
queetion. Om r e d m  the d r  of Burkitt : "We must lwk . . . to a mllection of Test& 
nranh a6 the immediite source of our Evangeli~t's [Matthew] quotations. Tbe dlec-  
tion mum have kecr made from the Hebrew, but the namcr of the w w l  prophets or 
psalmists do not seem to have ken attached to the quotations, nor wen the words 
always cited with saupulous eauracy" (Th G e l  HwLory and its Tranmissia 
119061. pp. 126 f.). The significance of the Septuagintal tendency of the text tradition 



no surprise in view of the use by NT writers of extra-canonical works 
like Enoch.108 

Somewhat more problematical is the connection between the Iast 
testimony and the previous three. These seem to refer clearly to the 
prophetic, kingly and priestly functions of the Messiah(s), whereae the 
last is concerned with the activities of "a man accursed." However, I 
think that the real point of contact among all four is not to be found in the 
personalities involved so much as in the import of the final words of each. 
These foretell destruction on those who do not listen to the divinely 
inspired words of the Prophet (implicitly in Deuteronomy, explicitly in 
Acts 3 aa), the enemies of the Star and Scepter, and the opponents of the 
Levitical priesthood, and lastly, the city which had been rebuilt under a 
curse, and whose walls would be covered with blood in the last days. 
Thus the whole collection is not so much "messianic" as eschatol~gical .~~~ 

-' The whole of the testimony seems to be p h d  in metrical form: note the paral- 
lelism of lay5 mp[* n ] ~  with rNw $135 nnnm, and pwa nrirn ru[p with ]ma h r i l  am. 

mv There rrmaias the question of the historical situation underlying the last teati- 
mony. By following the LXX tradition of the text, where the explanatory note na 
rnri* is not repnsmted, the text hae been made to refer to Jerusalem (ll. 29,301. If the 
"man aaunred" is the Wicked Priest, and our identification of this person with Jan- 
neus is correct, then the twu sons may be Aristobulur I1 and Hyrcanus 11, and it will be 
remembered that Gesat gave permission to thii latter king in 47 8. c. to rebuild the 
walla of Jerusalem. Cf. jorephus, A&. XXIV.viii.5; XIV.ix.1: XIV.r.5: XIV.v.2: B J  
1.x.3. In IQpHab 10.9 ff., the rebuilding of the wall is n f w d  to the "Preacher of 
L i d  himself. But it must be confessed that the bmktn nature of the text and the 
characteristic obscurity of i t s  personalities and events make tbese references a t  best 
only of confirmtory value for the  construction of the Sect's hirtwy. 


